





The Vermont African American Heritage 


Trail explores the lives and stories of African 

Americans in Vermont, and those dedicated to 

issues of freedom and equality. It takes you to ‘ 
historic and cultural sites where actions, events, Ccctl 
and individuals significant to African American 

history and civil rights are remembered. These 

places feature exhibits, roadside markers, films, 4 
and tours that illuminate the lives of African 

Americans in the Green Mountain State and 

North Country of the neighboring Empire 

State of New York. You shall meet teachers, 

storytellers, activists, ministers, and legislators A 

who contributed to the complicated mosaic of race 


relations to make Vermont a better home for all. 


Lesson plans, supplemental materials, interactive 
Í iE 


activities, and geocache coordinates are available VIEW SIC D Do 





IRE MUSEUMS, CULTURAL SITES, EXHIBITS, 
FILMS, AND TOURS THAT ILLUMINATE AFRICAN 
4 AMERICAN HISTORY IN VERMONT. 







at www.VtAfricanAmericanHeritage.net ee 


and www.VermontVacation.com/AAHT. ORC 
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DID YOU KNOW? 






Hildene, The Lincoln Family 
Home, exhibits a 1903 Pullman car. 
These cars were serviced by Black 
porters who, in 1925, formed the 
first all-Black union in the U.S. 


African American history has 

been a part of Vermont's story since 
before the founding of the Green 
Mountain State. Blacks were among 
the earliest settlers, tilling the land, 
building homes, and establishing 
communities. An estimated 25 to 
50 Black persons resided within the 
rolling hills of what would become 


African Americans fought 

for national freedom in the 
Revolutionary War, defended the 
Union in the Civil War, and since 
have proudly served Vermont and 
our nation in all military conflicts. 
Vermont's African Americans were 












+ Solomon Northup’s book, Twelve 
Years a Slave, was adapted into a 

among the first to earn advanced and 

honorary degrees, publish histories 


movie 160 years after it was first 
published in 1853, receiving an 


iT TO SUPPOR 


THE UNION IN THE CIVIL W 


Vermont when the 1777 Constitution and antislavery memoirs, preach to Academy Award for Best Picture. 
presented one of the earliest abolition white parishes, and serve as religious « Birchdale Camp is the last 

clauses banning adult slavery. In 1791, and educational leaders. Complex REG Ar abel RER 
when the 14th state was admitted experiences suffered by African End, the Turner Family Homestead. 
to the Union, the federal census Americans cultivated generations Tt reflects architecture of the 


of Vermont-born abolitionists and 
statesmen who reached the national 


recorded that Vermont was hometo 
270 Blacks. Black Vermonters would 


Virginia Piedmont, where 
Alec Turner was enslaved. The 


THEY STUDIED IN VERM 
SCHOOLS AND BECAME LE 


AFRICAN AMERI 
TO ESTABLISH C 


account for slightly more than 0.5 stage to fight for emancipation, camp was restored in 2019. + 
paeen of the overall population O desegregation, and civil rights. En TANA Fé 
until 1860. Although significant Li These struggles and successes Erne ths Oe Per AEE 
challenges existed related to slavery ? are part of Vermont's African TS aye Acton Aa 
__ and race relations, Vermont offered ~ American heritage, which 

opportunities for Black people W continues into the + A portrait of Alexander Twilight, the 
not readily found everywhere. 21st century. first African American lawmaker 

T in the U.S., will be displayed in the 

i [= Vermont State House by 2022. 
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